
April 2019
Vetran’s Home - Sat - Apr 6th

Lunch for the Veterans

General Meeting - Mon - Apr 8th
Ken Curtis - Chamber day

Beach Cleanup - Sun - April 14th
Corral beach

Board Meeting - Thu -Apr 25th
10th st West meeting room

Poppy Festival - Sat/Sun - Apr 27/28thMembers greet the public -“Scuba Diving”

A.V. Desert Divers

38713 Tierra Subida #200-227

Palmdale Ca   93551

See this Newsletter at:

www.avdesertdivers.org

“Like” us on
Facebook!

Poppy’s are Brilliant this Year

Ken Curtis - Guest Speaker



2019 AVDD Board of Directors

Jeff Carlon                 President           (818) 970-1059                scubamoose37@gmail.com
Annette Childree       Vice President         435-9022                            a_childree@ymail.com
Mike Orlando            Secretary                 274-8791                            mcorlando@yahoo.com
Robert Wisdom         Treasurer                917-3694                                   res03lft@msn.com
Lilian Elenez               Program dir            485-9463                       liliana_elenes@yahoo.com
Terry Hodgkins          Newsletter              728-0707                          thodgkins2@verizon.net
Don Nipper                Conservation           435-2366                            dnipper@water.ca.gov
Ken White                  Dive Coordinater    202-7485                      barbiezken@sbcglobel.net
Kim Hill                      Corp Secretary        675-6247                       arielkitten13@yahoo.com
Lauren McAllister       Webmaster              972-2204                       lmmcallister@icloud.com

(All # are 661 area code)

From the President…

First and foremost, I want to say “Thank you” to everyone for the overwhelming reception Saturday night
after stepping into the role as your Club President. I have big shoes to fill, but I’m glad that Mike is staying
on as the Secretary to guide me through some of the things that come up, along with the rest of the Board.

As your president and with the help of our Board and fellow club members, we will continue in the right
direction. My goal this year is to give back to the club I love (all of you). I remember the first meeting my
family and I came to, Lee stood up and asked if he could introduce us to everyone. He told the story of how
he had spent the weekend with my son as his dive buddy during the open water portion of their
certification and he knew we would be a good fit with the club.

Lee, you were right and the warm reception everyone gave us that night will never be forgotten. This is the feeling I want
everyone to experience when they come to our club. The feeling of no matter our background, political affiliation, or religious
belief, we all share the same common goal. “We love to dive”. This isn’t just my club, this is OUR club and we all have a stake
initssuccess.

The first rule I make as President is to myself. I want to make sure that before every meeting, I have an opportunity to say hi
toeveryone and welcome anyone who is there for the first time. Let them know we are glad they decided to check us out and I
invite you all to join me.

We have a lot of opportunities this year to again show our support for our club. Coming up quick is Serving Lunch to Our
Veterans on April 6th. If you have not done this and have the time, you should join us, especially our younger members. This is a
small way to give back to the ones who gave up so much. I promise, if you are lucky enough to talk with them, you will hear
history unfold. Some from WWII, an opportunity not available much longer.

Next, is the Poppy Festival on April 27th and 28th. This is a chance to let the AV know about our dive club and why we love it.
Italways makes me laugh when I tell someone who has lived here their whole life about our club, and they look at me and say, “we
have a dive club in the desert?” I laugh because those were my exact words when I heard about us for the first time.

I am truly excited for this year. Thank you for the trust you have put in me and the rest of the Board.

Together we will continue to be “Diving Fine at 49”.

Jeff Carlon



Mark your Calendars! June 13th - 20th 2020!

Come Join Antelope Valley Desert Divers for their 1st ever

International dive trip. Only 5 rooms left!! See the enclosed

flyer for all the details. $100.00 Deposit per person secures

your spot(s) on this great trip to Little Cayman. There are

flexible payment plans to fit any budget. Don’t miss your

chance to join the club on this exciting dive trip!

Robert Wisdom Treasurer AVDD.

April Guest Speaker

Ken Kurtis was kicked out of swim class twice by the time he was six. (He didn't like
putting his face in the water.) Hardly an auspicious start to a diving career. But Ken
always loved being around the water, loved looking at fish, and in 1978 while running
a radio station in Richmond, VA, was offered a chance to get certified and took
advantage of it.

Ken then became a NAUI Instructor (Top Candidate at his 1980 ITC)  and has
taught thousands of people over the years. He still actively teaches everything from
entry-level on up, and confesses his favorite class to teach is Fish Identification. Ken's

logged over 5000 dives all over the world in such varied places as the Maldives, Indonesia, Yap, Tahiti, Bonaire,
Cocos, Alaska, Easter Island and, of course, his beloved waters of Southern California.

As the owner of Reef Seekers Dive Co., he speaks frequently to dive clubs about diving and especially safety
issues. Ken's been chairman of Chamber Day/Eve since the early 90s, served as a member of the Statewide
Interests Group for the MLPA (Marine Life Protection Act), and is a volunteer Dive Team Leader at the
Aquarium of the Pacific.

Ken's an accomplished photographer and his photos and stories can be found in the pages of the  California
Diving News,  Sport Diver,  Skin Diver, and other scuba publications, along with the monthly Reef Seekers
newsletter. Since 2003, Ken has been a Forensic Consultant to the L.A. County Corner for scuba fatalities,
doing equipment testing and accident analysis.

With all that he still finds time to maintain an acting career and leads most of the local and foreign trips for Reef
Seekers. He's a very good cook, avid Scrabble & Boggle player, chases total solar eclipses, ran five L.A.
Marathons, and is kind to animals and small children.

Be sure to ask him his mantra about divers.  He also claims to hold the Reef Seekers deep diving record of
3500'   . . . but we have to add the caveat that he did it in the  Alvin  submersible for a PBS special so that might
be cheating.



38th Avalon Harbor cleanup on February 23rd.

April 6th AV Desert Divers will be Visiting

Pete Knight Veterans Home

How would you like to give back to some of our veterans in the Antelope Valley? The AV

Desert Divers will be going to cook hamburgers and visit with the veterans.

Chris Corry will be doing magic and Dan Parra will be playing his guitar and singing.

Come on out and have lunch while you visit with the veterans. Lunch is from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm. The club will start
cooking burgers around 10:00 am if you want to help.

We will need a head count so we will have enough
hamburgers.

Call John Nichols at 661-947-0863 and leave a

message with your name and how many people.

The Poppy Festival - April 27th & 28th

The idea of the poppy festival is to welcome and introduce visitors to the AV area hosting the
colorful poppies that are our springtime attraction. This coincides with Earthday, also

happening that week bringing awareness for the caring of the environment. Just like you in
the AVDD caring for and bringing awareness to our underwater world, sharing with our local

community how we do our part taking care of our underwater community.

We are looking for volunteers to help with this event so please check your emails



Conservation Officer Report

It is with great sorrow that I announce that Tasty
Crustacean season has ended. We will mourn its passing

until September 28th when we can again pursue and
hopefully catch those scrumptious morsels. I'm sorry to

have to deliver the bad news.

You'll be even sadder if you didn't remember to get your
lobster take reported. Yup, they're going to charge you a
$21.60 “non-return” fee added to the price of your 2019-2020 report card.

That means your sport fishing license ($49.94), ocean enhancement ($5.66)
and lobster report card ($9.98+ $21.60) is going to cost you $87.18. OUCH!!!

Cheaper to buy lobster at Vons. BTW, 2019-2020 Lobster season starts 6
am, Saturday September 28th, 2019 and runs to Wednesday, March 18th,

2020.

Later this month after a busy time at the Poppy Festival, AVDD will be going
at it again out a Corral Beach. We'll meet near Life Guard Tower #2 near the
extreme East end of the beach. I promise to make it impossible to miss us.

The date is April 14th. That's a Sunday and we would love to have you come
out and join us. If you have a bucket and work gloves, bring them. We'll have

extras, but I hope a sudden crowd over-whelms us. Don't forget your hats
and sunscreen. Again, that's Sunday April 14th, Corral Beach Tower #2,

0900(9am)

After the cleanup we can stop at the locally famous Lucky Fool's Pub for some lunch and a cold one.

See you there.

Don Nipper AVDD Conservation Officer 661-435-2366
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